ABSTRACT. An attractive conjecture is discounted for the class of normalized univalent functions whose derivatives are also univalent.
which are analytic and univalent in the unit disk D: zl < i. Denote by E the set of functions f(z) in S for which the n-th derivative f(n)(z) is univalent in D for each n i, 2, 3, Next we set '= sup{la21" f(z) e E}.
It is known (cf. [2] , [3] ) that 
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M. LACHANCE /2 < e < 1.7208,
the left hand inequality being a consequence of the fact that (e z i)/ e E.
It was the belief of several authors that the function (e z I)/ was extremal for (2) . The purpose of the present note is to show that n/2 is not sharp in the inequality (3). This is accomplished by exhibiting other members of the set E which improve the lower estimate on e in (3).
In particular, we consider perturbations of e z of the form + a(z + bz2). 
Consequently we obtain the following improvement in (3), /2 + .02 < 1.5910
Before discussing the proof of the above proposition, we motivate the 
It can be verified (cf. Figure I ) that u(e) is strictly decreasing on (0,e 2) and strictly increasing on (e2,) for some e 
